unexplored. This spectacle of the birth and growth of infant nations seems to have produced in the mind of Dr. Drake a strong desire to describe the changes which he saw going on before his eyes, and to leave to posterity as full an account as possible of the present condition of the country and its inhabitants. He has accordingly devoted part of every year to journeys throughout almost the whole of North America, and has sought for and obtained information on all points from the resident physicians of each locality.
To attempt an epitome of the numerous facts mentioned in the work would be impossible. We must confine ourselves to a general review of the author's plan, and of its mode of execution.
The "interior valley" of North America is the term given to that im- " But the greatest torment, in comparison with which all the rest would be but sport, which passes all belief, and would never be imagined in France, still less actually experienced, is that of the musquitoes?the cruel persecution of the musquitoes. The plague of Egypt, I think, was not more cruel?'I will send swarms of flies upon thee and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses, and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are.' They have here the frape (Tabord, and also the Irulots. The latter is a species of very small gnat, whose sting is so sharp, or rather so burning, that it seems as if a spark of fire had fallen 011 the spot. There are also the moustiques, which are like the brulots, with the exception that they are much smaller, so that one can with difficulty see them; their attacks are particularly directed against the eyes. There are also the guepes and the thon; in one word, there are the ' omne genus viuscarum.' But none of these others are worthy to be mentioned with the musquitoes. This little insect has caused more swearing since the Erench have been in Mississippi, than had previously taken place in all the rest of the world. Whatever else may happen, a swarm of these musquitoes embark in the morning with the voyager; when they pass among the willows or near the canes, as very often takes place, a new swarm fastens with fury on the boat, and never quits it. It is necessary to keep the handkerchief in continual cxercise, and this scarcely frightens them?they make a short circuit and return immediately to the attack. The arms become weary much sooner than they do.
"When we land to take dinner, which is between ten and two or three, there is an entire army to be combated. We make a boucane, that is, a great fire, which we stifle afterwards with green branches; but it is necessary for us to place ourselves in the very thickest of the smoke, if we wish to escape the persecution; and T do not know which is worse, the remedy or the evil. After dinner we wish to take a short nap at the foot of a tree, but that is absolutely impossible; the time allotted to repose is passed in contending with the musquitoes. We embark again in their company; and at sunset, on landing, it is necessary immediately to run to cut canes, wood, and green branches, to make the baire, the fire for cooking, and the boucane. There, it is each one for himself; but it is not one army, but many armies, which we have to combat?for that time of day belongs to the musquitoes. One is perfectly eaten and devoured; they get into the mouth, the nostrils, and the ears; the face, the hands, the which it has no other eastern limit than the Atlantic. To the south-west the Cordilleras of Mexico and the southern rocky mountains constitute its boundaries ; while in higher latitudes it ceases on the great plains of the western desert, long before these mountains are reached. To the north it does not prevail epidemically above the forty-fourth parallel, and ceases to occur even sporadically about the forty-seventh.
In reviewing the circumstances which are necessary for the development of the fever within these limits, it is found, that all things being equal, it prevails most where the amount of dead organic matter is greatest, and least where it is least. A variety of observations show that it frequently occurs on first breaking up the soil, the long-continued cultivation of which is usually attended with its diminution. The agency of forests has been differently described, and is not as yet accurately ascertained. Wherever the malady prevails, the surface water is proportionally extensive; but the agency of this alone does not suffice, as water abounds beyond the geographical limits of the fever. So too, while a high temperature (above 60?) is essential to the production of the fever, this alone will not suffice to induce it in localities wanting the two other conditions.
Passing over the author's account of the speculations which have been framed in explanation of the nature of the poison inducing the fever, and of the channels by which it obtains access to the economy, as possessing no novelty, and derived from sources familiar to our readers, we proceed to his more original observations upon the history and treatment of the varieties of the disease. In the incipient stage these are not always distinguishable, and it is only as the malady advances that its type is then declared?the primary division being into intermittent and remittent. Intermittents may be mild, simple, and accompanied by a perfect intermission, and not dangerous even when left to themselves. But " If the work prove a failure, as it respects public favour, the author will not be without his reward, for he has found enjoyment in the labour of producing it; and having confidence in its general accuracy, knows that it must stand as a great collection of facts, a picture of the etiological condition and the diseases of a newly settled country in the middle of the nineteenth ccntury, with which future and more gifted medical historians will compare the causes, phenomena, and treatment of the maladies which may then prevail."
We sincerely hope, however, that there is no danger of so useful a work not meeting with sufficient encouragement in America, to induce its veteran author to complete it without delay. We have had occasion to observe of late upon the dearth of medical works in that country, having pretensions to originality and research ; native talent seeming to be wholly expended in dishing up and garnishing the productions of European pens; and it will indeed be melancholy to find an author, who has had the courage to produce a work of this magnitude, and one which Would do honour to any country, left the sole consolation of the hope of a posthumous reputation.
The getting-up of the work, upon the whole, does credit to the
Cincinnati press, and the maps which accompany it are well executed; 
